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The  financial  situation  which  many  farmers  of 
the  spring  wheat  region  have  found  themselves  facing 
has  been  recognized  by  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  the  various  State  colleges  and  ex- 
periment stations  of  the  region.  During  the  summer  of 
1922  an  investigation  of  the  situation  was  made  among 
the  farmers  in  Northeastern  Montana.   The  preliminary 
report  of  this  investigation  sets  forth, the  general 
conditions  that  surround  these  farmers  and  under  which 
they  live,  together  with  a  history  of  their  farming 
enterprises.   This  report  should  be  of  interest  to  any 
person  who  may  be  considering  farming  in  this  region 
or  one  -of  a  similar  nature. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  and  the 
several  States  to  make  studies  of  a  similar  character 
in  1923. 


FARMING  IN  NORTHEASTERN  MONTANA 

A  Preliminary  Report  -on 

The  farm  business  and  financial  condition  of  151  farmers 
-in  Sheridan  and  Daniels  Counties. 


This  report  shews  the  progress  made  by  farmers  of  Northeastern  * 
Montana  since  their  settlement  in  the  area;  and  gives  information  re- 
garding the  principal  lines  of  production  and  sources  of  income. 

The  land  in  these  counties  was  first  home  steaded  for  agricultural 
purposes  early  in  1900.   Tracts  of  only  lbO  acres  were  obtainable  until 
1909,  when  the  limit  was  raised  to  3^0  acres.  The  only  cost  to  the  home- 
steader was  for  filing  and  locating.  Land  for  homesteading  is  still 
available  on  the  Fort  Peck  Indian  Reservation  at  a  cost  of  -,$&   to  $12  per 
acre . 

Previous  to  the  coming  of  the  homesteaders,  the  country  was  used 
for  grazing  cattle  and  sheep.  At  present  there  are  still  a  .few  ranchers 
left  who  graze .large  flocks  of  sheep. 

The  best  crop  land  is  located  on  the  benches,  while  grazing  is 
carried  on  in  the  valleys  and  on  the  hillsides. 

In  1921  the  rainfall  was  lb  inches  at  Outlook  and  the  temperature 
ranged  from  -27°  to  10CC;  which  is  about  normal  for  both. 

The  railroad  was  built  to  Plentywood  in  1910  and  to  Scobey  in 
1913.   In  191^  another  line  was  built  across  the  northern  part  of  the 
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counties  ending  at  White tall.   Settlers  came  in  the  largest  numbers,  how- 
ever, in  the  years  immediately  preceding  the  completion  of  the  first  rail- 
road. 

Table  I  shows  the  year  of  settlement  of  the  lpl  farmers  and  the 
method  of  acquiring  their  land. 


Table  I.   Length  of  Besidence  of  1^1  Farmers  and  Method  of 

Acquiring  First  Land 


. 

Sheridan  County                  : 

Daniels  County 

Year  of 

: Total 

:  Number  Who. 

:  Nun±>er  Who : 

: Total 

: Number  Who 

.Number  Who 

Settlement 

'Number 

■  Home  steaded 

Purchased  : 

: Number 

: Home  steaded 

Purchased 

130S  or  earlier 

•      25 

'            25 

i          --          : 

: 

. 

: 

1909  to   1912 

29      ' 

25 

k          : 

•     37 

37 

, 

1913' to   191b 

10 

2 

:             S 

•      2o 

20 

0 

1917  to  1920 

20 

16 

:-          14.         : 

:        4 

, 

•    U- 

ah           ; 

su  : 

6s       : 

16      ; 

:      bT 

37      ; 

10 

In  Sheridan  County,  15  of  the  jQ  men  who  home  steaded  up  to  1912, 
and  in  Daniels,  12  of  the  37  men,  have  purchased  additional  land.  Four 
men  in  each  county  obtained  their  land  by  relinquishment.  The  lS  home- 
steaders in  Sheridan  County  from  1917  to  1920  have  all  taken  Indian  land. 


Except  for  the  first  year  or  two  on  the  farms  when  the  land  was 
first  broken  and  put  into  flax,  wheat  has  been  the  most  important  crop 
both  in  acreage  and  in  returns.  Because  of  wilt  and  due  to  low  prices, 
flax  has  not  proved  a  profitable  crop  the  past  few  years  and  many  farmers 
have  discontinued  raising  it. 
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Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  1921  wheat  crop  amounted  to  31  per 
cent  of  the  cash  receipts  for  the  farms  in  both  counties.   It  is  perhaps 
safe  to  say  that  each  year  an  equal  dependence  is  placed  on  wheat  for  the 
'cash  income.   Table  II  gives  the  average  wheat  yields  per  acre  for  differ- 
ent years  on  the  farms  visited.   These  should  be  close  to  the  average  for 
both  counties  for  the  years  given. 

Table  II  -  Yields  Per  Acre  of  Wheat  on  Barms  Visited  -  1911-1921 


Average  Yields  per  Acre 

:  She 

ridan  County 

Daniels  County 

Bu. 

:       Bui. 

19.11  . 

6 

. * 

1912 

19" 

__* 

1913 

9 

:       19 

19lU 

-  7      1 

lU- 

1915 

22       : 

26 

191b 

5 

10 

1917    : 

6  ■     ; 

6 

1913     : 

9 

4 

1919 

3 

4 

1920     : 

6      : 

1+ 

1921 

17          ! 

17 

*No  reports  for  1911  and  1912  in  Daniels  County. 


In  Sheridan  County  the  yield  was  below  10  bushels  per  acre  in  eight 
years  out  of  11 t   and  in  Daniels  it  was  below  10  bushels  four  years  out  of 
nine.   The  majority  of  crop  failures  from  191b  to  1920  resulted  from  ex- 
cessively dry  weather.   This  explains  why  some  farmers  who  have  placed  such 
a  large  dependence  on  wheat  each  year  for  their  cash  income  have  failed  to 
prosper. 
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Description  of  the  Farms 

Table  III  gives  the  number  and  size  of  the  farms  visited,  the  size 
ae  given  including  both  owned  and  rented  land.   There  were  43  men  in  Sheri- 
dan County  and  23  in  Daniels  who  rented  some  land  in  addition  to  that  which 
they  owned  in  1921. 

Table  III  -  Number  of  Farms  of  Different  Sizes,  1921 


:     Sheridan  County     : 

:     Daniels 

County 

Size  of  Farm 
(Acres) 

:           : Average  Size: 
No.  of  Farms:    (Acres) 

. No .  of  Farms 

: Average  Size 
(Acres) 

320  and  less  ' 

321  to  450 
431  to  640 
641  and  over 

■~   34     :     295.    : 
24     :     425    : 
12     :     559    : 
14     :    1003    : 

26 

15 

16 

10 

3lb 
433 

601 

:    1012 

All 

34          492 

07      ; 

519 

The  average  size  of  farm  visited  in  Sheridan  County  was  492  acres 
of  which  230  acres  were  in  crop  and  30  acres  in  fallow.   In  Daniels  County 
the  farms  averaged  519  acres,  of  which  210  were  in  crop  and  39  i*1  fallow. 
There  were  42  men  in  Sheridan  County  and  39  i*1  Daniels  who  had  some  fallow 
land. 

In  1921  practically  all  of  the  land  that  had  been  broken  on  each 
farm  was  planted  to  crops,  the  only  exception  being  the  fallow  land.  Nearly 
every  farmer  has  plowed  up  his  tillable  land  and  put  it  into  crops  as  rap- 
idly as  his  capital  and  available  labor  would  permit. 


The  homesteaders  who  have  been  in  the  area  for  only  three  or  four 
years  ordinarily  have  very  few  improvements  and  little  equipment,  while 
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seme  of  the  men  who  took  homesteads  in  the  early  years  have  well  equipped 
homes  and  large ,  well-built  barns.   Many  have  work  stock  showing  a  high 
degree  of  breeding.   Herds  of  pure-bred  cattle  were  found  on  a  few  farms. 

The  average  value  per  farm  of  the  improvements,  equipment ,  supplies, 
and  other  assets,  is  shown  in  Table  IV. 


Table  IV  -  Value  of  Real  Estate  Improvements,  Equipment 
and  Collateral,  March  1.  1922 
(Average s  for  all  Farms) 


Sheridan  County 

:   Daniels  County 

Dwellings 

$  814 

:      $  5^2 

Other  buildings 

759 

732 

Fence  s                   ; 

280 

322 

Live  stock 

107s 

1409 

Machinery                : 

748 

099 

Automobiles  and  tractors   : 

327 

187 

Feed  and  crops  on  hand     : 

548     ; 

418 

Other  assets              : 

317 

322 

Automobiles  were  owned  on  5I  farms  in  Sheridan  County  and  23  in 
Daniels;   tractors  on  31  farms  in  Sheridan  and  8  in  Daniels,   Fences  are 
of  barbed  wire,  usually  two  or  three  strands.   There  is  not  a  great  amount 
of  fencing,  consequently  much  damage  is  done  to  young  grain  by  stock  which 
is  allowed  to  run  after  the  spring  work. is  finished. 

For  protection  from  the  hard  winds,  both  sunmer  and  winter,  many 
farms  have  windbreaks.  A  good  windbreak  adds  to  the  comfort  of  the  family, 
the  protection  of  the  live  stock,  and  the  value  of  the  land. 


The  operator  represents  a  large  part  of  the  labor  force  of  the  farm 
except  at  harvest  time  and,  on  some  of  the  large  farms,  except  at  planting 
time.   Up  to  the  present,  the  farm  family  has  not  furnished  very  much  crop 
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labor,  except  on  a  few  farms. 


In  1921  there  were  53  farmers  .in  Sheridan  County  who  hired  labor. 
The  average  number  of  days  of  hired  laoor  per  farm  for  this  number  was 
about  90  and  the  cost  $243. ''In  Daniels  County  there  were  43  farmers  who 
hired  labor;  the  average  number  of  days  per  farm  was  about  35,  an<^  the 
cost  $35.   The  contract  labor  at  thrashing  time,  which  is  furnished  by  the 
owner  of  the  machine,  is  not  included  in  these  figures. 

Crops  and  Live  Stock 
The  number  of  farms  having  different' numbers  of  acres  in.  crops  and 
the  acreage  of  the  different  crops'  for  1921  are  given  in  Table  V. 


Table  V  -  Average  Number  of  Acres  of  Different  Crops  or.  Farms  with 
Different  Numbers  of  Crop  Acres,  1921. 


S  H 

E  5   I  D 

A  N       C 

0  U  N  T 

V 

No.  of: 
'  Farms : 

Crops 

Number   of  Acres  in 
Crops 
1921 

.   Wheat 
.   Acre  s 

:    Oats 

Acres 

:    Flax 
:   Acre  s 

,    Corn 
.    Acre  s 

Tame 
Hay 
.   Acres 

:    Other 

Crops 

:   Ac  re  s 

Less,  than  100          : 
100  to   199                  i 
200   to   299                  : 
300  and  over 

3     : 
42     : 
19     : 
15      :• 

:        40 
■      lib 

167     " 

595 

1 
1 

.        26 

•    35     ; 

73 

11 

1 

7 

14 

4.    ' 

r~ 

0 
24 

4 

13     : 

9     - 

1 

5 

5 

All                       ; 

34    ;: 

170 

55 

0 

•    .3 

7 

1 , 

3 

■  D 

A  N  I  E  L   S       C  ' 

HUT 

Y 

:No.of: 
Farms: 

:                                        Crops 

Number  of  Acres  in 
Crops 

1921 

:   Wheat   :    Oats 
:    Acres   :    Acres 

:    Flax 
:   Acres 

.    Corn 
:    Acre  s 

:    Tame 
:      Hay 
.   Acres 

:            : Other 
:   Bye   : Crops 
:  Ac  res:  Acres 

Less  than   100 
100  to   199 
200   to   299 
300  and  over ■ 

5  : 

2b  : 
13   : 
13   : 

:       33     :       lU 

:      105     :        27     : 
:      157     :        40 
:      24b      :        49      : 

5 

12 

9  • 

3  . 

4  ' 

6  : 

3 
3 

11     : 

.      —   :        2 

12  =       3 
12  :        2 

All 

'°~?   : 

:   151  ;.    36  : 

7 

4    ' 

5    I 

s  :     2 
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In  Sheridan  County  wheat  occupied  fU-   per  cent  of  the  crop  acreage , 
and  in  Daniels,  72  per  cent.'  Practically  all  of  the  other  grain  crops  were 
grown  for  feed  with  the  exception  of  flax.   The  average  yield  of  flax  per 
acre  in  1921  was  &   Dushels  in  Sheridan  County  and  k   bushels  in  Daniels. 
Oats  averaged  35  bushels  per  acre  in  Sheridan  County  and  }£   bushels  in 
Daniels.   The  usual  custom  is  to  thrash  part  of  the  crop  and  feed  the  rest 
in  bundles  or'  sow  it  late  for  hay.   In  Sheridan  County  only  one  farmer"  grew 
rye,  but  in  Daniels,  12  farmers  grew  this  crop.   The  average  yield  was  19 
bushels  per  acre. 

In  Sheridan  County,'  29  of  the  interviewed  farmers  grew  some  corn 
and  there  were  22  farmers  in  Daniels.   The  majority  of  the  men  who  raised 
corn  were  pleased  with  the  results  they  obtained  and  some  felt  that  every 
farmer  in  the  area  would  find  it  profitable  to  grow  some  corn.   The  common 
practice  in  harvesting  corn  is  to  cut  it  for  fodder,  especially  when  other 
feed  is  short.  A  few  husk  their  corn  and  still  others  make  ensilage  of  it. 
The  average  yield  of  corn  per  acre  was  22  bushels  or  2  tons  of  fodder  for 
Sheridan  County  and  2*4-  bushels  or  2  tons  of  fodder  for  Daniels. 

•  Sunflowers  are  grown  by  a  few  farmers  and  are  used  for  ensilage. 
According  to-  those  farmers  who  -  grew  them,  sunflowers  make  a  rank  growth  and 
are  relished  by  stock. 

Slender  wheat  grass  and  millet  were  grown  on  some  farms  for  hay. 
Much  of  the  hay  made  is  native  and  is  cut  from  the  roadsides,  coulees,  and 
pastures.   Grain  that  has  'oeea   injured  by  hail  and  fails  to  head  can  be  cut 
for  hay. 
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Table  VI  shows  the  kind,  number  and  value  of  live  stock. 


Table  VI 

-  Number  and  Value  of  Different  Kinds  of  J 
March  1,  1922 
(Averages) 

jive  Stock, 

!      Sheridan 

County      : 

:       Daniels  County 

:    Number 

per  Farm 

:  Value  per  : 
:    Head    : 

:   Number 
:  per  Farm 

:  Value  per 

Head 

Work  stock 

7 

$7S 

!     9    'i 

$77  ' 

Other  horses 

2      : 

:    hz       \ 

:     3    > 

^3 

Milk  cows     : 

h 

51    : 

!     6  ■  : 

US 

Other  cattle  : 

S            ; 

2h         : 

:     7    i 

3^ 

Hogs         : 

2 

:      20    : 

:      1 

20 

Poultry 

hi 

.83  ! 

:     Ui4    : 

.Go 

The  number  of  horses  and  cattle  per  farm,  especially  the  latter, 
seems  low  for  a  region  which  at  one  time  was  wholly  devoted  to  grazing. 
Although  the  available  pasture  on  individual  farms  will  not  carry  a 
large  number  of  live  stock,  there  is  a  large  amount  of  idle  State  land 
which  could  be  used  for  grazing.   The  pasturing  of  such  land  would  be  a 
benefit  to  the  community  by  keeping  down  russian  thistle  and  tumbling 
mustard  which  now  grow  on  a  large  part  of  this  idle  land. 

Few  farmers  keep  hogs  the  year  round.  Practically  every  farm  has 
some  poultry  consisting  of  chickens  and  either  ducks,  geese,  or  turkeys. 
Those  who  raise  turkeys  reported  them  a&  profitable,  as  feed  is  plentiful 

4 

and  loss  by  death  from  wet  weather,  when  the  birds  are  young,  is  small. 
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Marketing  of  Products 
The  amount  and  value  of  the  products  marketed  in  1921  are  given 
in  la  Die  VII.  ';":  :'■ 


Table  VII.  -  Sales  of  Farm  Products,  1921 


Sheridan 

County 

Daniels  < 

bounty 

: Number 

; 

> 

: : Number 

>                                                     • 

:      of      . 

s        Total 

: Ave rage 

:      Total 

:  :      of 

:        Total        J Average 

:    Total 

:  Farms 

:        Amount 

:   Price 

:      Value 

: :  Farms 

I        Amount      :    Price 

:   Value 

"Product 

:  Selling 

:        Sold 

: Received  of  Sales 

:  :  Selling 

Sold          deceived 

:of  Sales 

Wheat 

:        82 

:  202,692  bu. 

:$  1.00  ■ 

:  $202,692 

::        61  ' 

: 131,19o  bu. 

:$      .90 

: $115,032 

Oats 

•       13 

:      2,223     " 

:        .46 

:        1,022 

::        15 

:      7 ;  20b      !' 

:        .33 

:        2,726 

Flax 

:        23 

:      4,  286      " 

:      1.62 

:       6,949 

. :        11 

711      " 

:      1.80 

•        1,273 

Horses 

:        1 

;              ? 

:    70.00 

:            140 

:         7 

24 

'    72.00 

:       1,725 

Cows 

:         7 

:           Ik 

:    44.00 

:;          609 

5 

19 

42.00 

795 

Calves 

:         9 

:            24 

:   19.00 

:           373 

::         3 

24 

:    24.00 

573 

Bulls  & 

Steers 

:        11 

28 

50.00 

1,405 

:          8     . 

23 

:    39-00  : 

907 

AOgS 

S 

21 

22.00 

469 

:          3     ' 

15 

.    25.00 

377 

Little  Pigs 

12 

80         ; 

4.00 

343 

:        10 

59 

5.00  . 

322 

Chickens 

9 

305 

.69 

209 

:        15      ! 

45s 

.67   : 

3C7 

Turkeys 

p 

54        ■ 

4.00  : 

239- 

:          4     : 

55 

2.00   : 

ill 

Butter 

32     ' 

9,931   Its: 

.24  : 

2,433' 

:        31     : 

10,953   Ids: 

.30 

3,343 

Butter  fat. 

20     : 

7,446     "  • 

.23   : 

1,713: 

:        23     : 

7,662      "   : 

.23   ■ 

2,l6l 

(Cream) 

Bggs              J 

47     i 

8,759  doz: 

.21   : 

1,304: 

:        41      : 

3J92  ioz: 

.22   • 

1,909 

Dressed 

! 

bee  f           : 

6     : 

1,897   lbs: 

.12  : 

228: 

:          0      : 

1,24-1  los: 

.13  ; 

IbC 

Pressed       : 

pork           : 

6     : 

1,630     "   : 

.17   : 

279: 

:        13     : 

3,337     "   : 

.14   : 

472 

Milk             : 

3     : 

4,978  gal: 

.42  : 

2,109: 

:        —     : 

— —         . 

—     : 

— — 

Total  crop  sales  per  farm  averaged  $2519  for  Sheridan  County  and 
$1399  for  Daniels.   Wheat,  oats,  and  flax  were  practically  the  only  crops 
sold. 

Total  sales  of  live  stock  per  farm  averaged  $50  for  Sheridan  County 
and  $86  for  Daniels.   Sales  of  cattle  were  greater  than  of  any  other  kind 
of  live  stock  in  1921. 


The  few  horses  sold  go  to  stock  outers  as  there,  is  little  local 
den?.nd.   Catoie  are  shipped,  and  anything  sold  locally  is  usually  in  the 
form  of  dressed  meat.   Farmers  ".vho  keep  hogs  the  year  round  usually  sell 
a  number  of  the  little  pigs  in  the  spring  to  neighbors  who  butcher  them 
in  the  fall.   Poultry  is  sold  to  local  buyers,  but  turkeys  have  been  most 
profitable  ".Then  they  are  dressed  on  the  farm  and  shipped  just  before  the 
Holiday  season. 

Live-stock  products,  such  as  butter,  cream,  milk,  egrs.  and  fresh 
meat,  are  all  sold  locally.   The  value  of  the  "cutter  and  cream  sold  in 
Sheridan  County  wa s  third  in  importance  in  1921,  wheat  and  flax  leading. 
In  Daniels,  butter  and  cream  were  second,  following  wheat  in  importance. 

The  sale  of  iive-stcck  products  for  all  farms  amounted  to  an  aver- 
age of  SlCc  for  Sheridan  County  and  $113  I0r  Daniels.   Too  much  emphasis 
can  not  be  placed  on  the  importance  of  this  item.  A  few  farmers  stated 
that  they' made  the  sale  ox   dairy  products  pay  the  family  living  expensed 
for  the  year.   The  cream  stations  already  established  will  take  all  of  the 
butter  fat  offered  them.   Some  farmers  close  to  town  supply  dairy  products 
to  regular  customers  at  a  fixed  yearly  price. 

With  a  total  of  23  rail  shipping  points  and  a  number  of  inland 
towns,  the  marketing  facilities  for  farmers  are  good,  except  for  those  who 
live  on  the  western  edge  of  Daniels  County,  ^oais  and  bridges  are  -.veil 
cared  for  so  .oa^  hauling  can  be  done  any  time  weather  is  favorable.   The 
long  distance  ~zy   rail  from  central  markets  makes  freight  charges  high  on 
produce  going  out  and  merchandise  coming  in. 


" 
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Family  Living 
The  value   cf  home-grown  prod-acts  used  "by  the   family  in   1921   is 
shown  in  Table   VIII. 


Table  VIII.    -  Average  Value   of  Home -Grown  Products  Used 

by  the   Family 


Kinds  of  Products 

■  Butter, Milk  &,Eggs: 

:          Meat                : 

:               Garden 

Value  of     : 

Number  of  Farms      : 

:      Number  of  Farms   : 

:      Number  of  Farms 

Products 

Sheridan 

Daniels: 

:    Sheridan 

Daniels: 

: Sheridan 

!   Daniels 

Nothing 
$1     to      $  50 
31  to        100 
101   to        150 
151  to        200 
201  and  over 

9 
3 

19 
21 

19 
13 

4  : 

5  : 
20        : 
2k       : 

k        : 

:          12  • 
:          2o        : 
:          23       : 
:          13       : 
:            4 
:            4       : 

k       : 

26       : 

23       : 

9       = 

k        : 

1        : 

:          13 
:         33 
:          13 

:            2 
:             2 

:            1 

k 

49 

13 

1 

The  size  of  family  in  Sheridan  County  varied  from  1  to  11  per  sons } 
and  in  Daniels  from  1  to  13.  Four  persons  was  the  average  size  of  family 
in  both  Counties. 

The  average  value  cf  dairy  products  and  eggs  consumed  by   the  family 
was  $126  in  Sheridan  County  and  $101  in  Daniels. 

The  average  value  of  meat  produced  on  the  farm  and  used  oy  the 
family  was  $77  in  Sheridan  County  and  $06  in  Daniels. 

The  average  value  of  the  garden  products  grown  and  used  per  farm 
was  $39  for  the  two  counties.   The  importance  of  garden  products  for  home 
use  seems  to  have  been  overlooked  by  a  numoer  of  farmers. 


Table  IX  shows  the  average  value  of  house  rent  and  the  home-grown 
products  obtained  from  the  farm  in  1921.   These  items  amounted  to  an  aver- 
age of  $390  per  farm  for  Sheridan  County  and  $302  for  Daniels. 
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Table  IX  -  Average  Value  of  Family  Living  Obtained  from  the 

Farm  by  the  Family  in  1921 


Sheridan  County  - 

Daniels  County 

Garden 

Milk,  butter  ana  eggs 
Meat                : 
House  rent 

$39 

126 

77 

:      $  39 

101 

66 
:        9b 

Total 

390 

.        302 

Financial  Conditions 
Table  X  shows  the  net  worth  of  the  farmers  interviewed.   In  deter- 
mining the  net  worth  of  a  farmer,  his  real  estate  was  given  the  value 
which  he  placed  upon  it.   It  must  be  said,  however,,  that  in  some  instances 
the  value  placed  on  the  real  estate  was  more  than  it  would  bring  if  a  sale 
were  made,  and  more  nearly  represented  the  money  the  owner  had  put  into  it. 
The  average  value  per  acre  of  land  and  improvements  as  estimatea  was  about 
$26  for  Sheridan  County  and  about  $23  for  Daniels. 


Table  X  -  Net  "Worth.  March  1.  1922,  cf  131  Farmers 


Net  Worth 

;  Number  of  Farmers 
.  in  Sheridan  County 

Number  of  Farmers 
:  in  Daniels  County 

-  $3,000  to  -  $3,999 
l  to  -  1,999 

:        ? 

:       2 

1 

Less  than  $  2,000 

$  2,000  to   3,999 

i+,000  to   3,999 

6,000  to  -  7,999 

s,ooo  to   9,999 

10,000  to   11,999 
12,000  to  ■  13,999 
14,000  and  over 

1 

1U 

13 

:       13 

:       12 

10 

9 
10 

k 
11 

& 
:      11 
:      12 

•5 
6 
7 

Total 

34- 

07 
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The'  average  net  worth  .of  farmers  £r\  Sheridan  County  was  $9,133 
and.   in  Daniels  $7,139. 

Some,  farmers   in  this  area' 'have  "  failed  while    others   survive  and 

'"'■■' I   ":  .    ~ i'.-J    .    '    ■  ■]   V  '    '  '     •      :'/';■: 

prosper  because  of  a  larger  financial  backing,   a   greater  degree   of  thrift, 

and  better  results   in  the  way  of  *a   fafrxrop  during  a  bad  year; 

Table  XI  is  more  indicative  of  the  actual  progress  these'  men  have 
made  from  farming  activities  only.  ]  This  table  shows  the  amount  of  gain 
or  loss  exclusive 'of  change  in  land' value,'  original  assets,  investments, 
inheritance,  and  outside  earnings  since  the  time  of  settlement,  and  fur- 
ther change  in  net  worth  due'  to  farming  activities  and-  the  change  -in  the 
value   of  land. 
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Taole   XI    -  Change    in  Net  Worth  of  Farmery  __Due_  to  Farming  Activity  and 

Change   in  Value   of  Land 


Sheridan  County 

:      Daniels  County 

Date  of  Settling 

•  All  : 
Farms: 

:   Date  of  Settling 

190S  • 

and 
: Earlier 

:  1909 

to 
.  1912 

■  1913 
to 

1916  . 

:  1917 

•1920 

:  1909 
:   to 
:  1912 

1913 

to 
191o 

■  1917 

tc 
:  1920 

All 
Farms 

Number  of  Farmers 

•   25 

29 

10 

20 

34  .  : 

•   37 

:  26  : 

4 

67 

Farmers  with  a 
decrease   of  $4,000 
or  over 

Farmers  with  a 
decrease   of  less 
than  $4,000 

Farmers  with  an 
increase  of  less 
than  $4,000    

Farmers  with  an 
increase  of  $4,000 
to  $7,999 

Farmers  with  an 
increase   of  $3,000 
and  over    

Average  change  in 
net  worth  due   to 
farming  activities 

Average  change  in 
value   of  land    .... 

Average  change   in 
net  worth  due   to 
farming  activities 
and    ohange   in  value 
of  land 


10 


^2_. 


11 


22 


-7 
1 


il 


^4 


lb 


.£1 


11 


$2 


J2I 


$     533 


$     021 


$     39o 


$1,931 


$       70 


$  -473 


$-4,902 


$-439 


A^l 


66 


?,o77 


1,333 


1,709 


.L-124 


j°Ml 


-^,103 


-2,312 


?,Q19 


9,093 


o,2oD 


2,4b0 


2,103 


3,103 


6,435 


3,o35 


-7,214 


4,330 


■ 


S-v*. 
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As  a  result  of  their  farming  activities  alone,  o4  per  cent  of  the 
men  in  Sheridan  County  and  5^  per  cent  of  those  in  Daniels  have  made  a 
living  and  bettered  their  financial  condition  since  settling.  However, 
the  value  placed  on  most  of  the  farms  by  their  owners  for  1921  was  con- 
siderably greater  than  the  original  cost  of  acquiring  the  land.   The  re-  . 
turns  from  their  farming  activities  and  the  change  in  the  value  of  land, 
combined,  have  resulted  in  the  betterment  of  the  financial  condition  of 
92  per  cent  of  the  men  in  Sheridan  Counuy  and  82  per  cent  in  Daniels. 

TablS-XII-^how-is  the  amount  of  liabilities- which  different  numbers 

•  V   -.  -'      ■' 

of  farmers  were  carrying  on  March  1,  1922. 

Table  XII.  Number  of  Farmers  With  Different  Amounts  of  Indebtedness, 

'March  1,  1922.      .-.   '.»  ' 


Amount  of 
Indebtedness 


Number  of  Farmers 
in  Sheridan  County' 


Number  of  Farmers 
in  Daniels  County 


None 

Less  than  $2,000 

$2,000  to     3,999 

U,ooo  to    5,999 

b,coo  to    7,999 

3,000  and  over 


3 
26 
23 
12. 

5 
JL 


4 

14 

16 

19 

o 

9 


Total 


84 


67 


Average  indebtedness  was  $3,100  in  Sheridan  County  and  $4,294  in 
Daniels.      Some  were   in  debt  only  a  few  hundred  dollar's.     This  amount 
could  have   been  paid  off  had.  t;hey  so  desired,  

The  bulk  of  the   liab-iHtWs  were  made  up  of  mortgages,    the  number 
and  amounts  of  which  are  given  in  Table  XIII. 
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Taole  XIII.  Number  of  Mortgages  and  Amounts,  March  I,    1922. 


Sheyidan  County     : 

Daniels  County. 

I                                      '  1 

'No.'  bY  Av.   Amt.      : 

:     No. 

.     Av. .Amt. 

Fi  r  st  MoVfgage  ' 
Sscond       M 
'Thir-dl-ii;»"      ';;'  ' 
Chattel      » 

83  ;  v  i^t  2,93**    i 
:    .23.   ..:'      ;  1,593     : 
:    '*  V :V            602     : 
'       .26       :             936     : 

:       62       : 

:        1>,    . 
:          1 

:       56, 

$2,590 
3,^39  ^ 
:         1,600 
1,502 

:  c 


Incomes  in  1^21 

Considering' only 'crop'  yields,  returns  in  1921  were  satisfactory. 

•  •  i- ."•<•}..•■   .'■",■'   -'■      '  "fc-  *•  - •'  '■«'■•  •'"- 

The  expense  of  bp'efaVing  'the  farm  was  large  and  prices  of  farm  products 

were  row.'  "Table  XIV"  gives **the" number  of  farmers  with  farm  incomes  of 

different  sizes.*  —    -■-■*    ": 


■^ 


Table  XIV.     Net  Worth  of  Farmers  and  Farm  Income  in  1921  on  Farms 
With  Different  Numoers.of  Acres  in  Crops. 

.-.  — — f ■..,...,  .,    ,.  , ^L. — , «. —"'J  ■  ml  VJ^J — " WT'  t  t     IT ■  '■■■'     "  ■-— ■    ■  ■   •*•      " 


Sheridan  County 

Number  of  Acre's 
in  Crops  -  1921' 

.      :    .Average  Net 

"Number"  of  * :      'Worth- of 

....  n<*»  ru 

Farms      ':        'Farmers 

.   Average  Farm 
Income  -1921 

Less  than  100       : 
100     to       199 
200     to       299 
300     and '    over 

g      ;?        $  u-,9oU 
U-2       .":             6,516 
19       ,-':            10,423.. 

15     -?i           17.^77 

$     2o9 

764 

:              9^0 

:            2.129 

All,, 

;-.  .    sk-            ..9,13s 

1,000 

Number  of  Acres 
in  Crops  -  1921 


Less  than  100 

100  to  199 

200  to  2§9. 

300  and  over 


All 


Daniels  County 


Number'  of 


rarms 


0 

26 
IS 
IS 


67 


Average  Net 
'   Worth  of 
Farmers 


$2,123 

1,1% 

124. 

509' 


s, 


7 -,133 


Average  Farm 
Income  -1^21   .• 


$  -113 

763 

1,539 

1.737 


1,163 


•The    "farm  income"  as  given  here  does  not  include   the  value  of  products 
raised  on  the  farm  and  used  by  the  family. 
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The  average  farm  income  for  Sheridan  County  was  $1000  and  $1163 
for  Daniels. 

The  number  of  crop  acres  in  1921  had  considerable  bearing  on  the 
farm  income.   Table  XIV  shows  that  the  greater  the  crop  acreage  the 
larger  the  income.   It  will  be  noticed  that  in  Daniels  County  the  men 
who  had  less  than  100  acres  in  crops  had  no  income  and  actually  lost  $113 
on  their  farm  operations.   In  years  of  crop  failure ,  however,  those  who 
have  the  largest  crop  acreage  may  have  the  largest  losses. 

Table  XV  shows  the  number  of  farmers  'with  farm  incomes  of  differ- 
ent sizes. 

Table  XV  -  Number  of  Farmers  With  Farm  Incomes  of  Different 

Sizes  in  1921 


Nun 

/ber 

of  Farmers   : 

Number   of  Farmers 

Farm  Inc 

ome          : 

in 

She 

ridan  County: 

in  Daniels  County 

Less   than 

zero        : 

16                j 

10 

0     to     $ 

999 

37 

22 

$1,000  to 

$1,999 

13 

:                   19 

2,000  to 

2,999 

9 

:                    12 

3,000  and  over 

4 

:                     4 

Farmers  of  this  area  are  perhaps  more    interested  in  the  amount  of 
cash  available   for   the   farm  business  and   family   living  than  in  farm  in- 
come.     In  Sheridan  County   in  1921  the   cash  receipts  averaged  $2,730  of 
which  amount  wheat   contributea  $2,401.      Cash  expense,   exclusive   of  any 
interest  paid  on  indebtedness  was  $1,793  of  which   thrashing  was   the   larg- 
est   single   item,  amounting  to   $445.      Iri  Daniels  County  the   cash  receipts 


-  i6  * 
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were  $23oU  of  which  wheat  returned  $175:3 ■   ^e  cash  expenses  were  $1233; 
thrashing,  which  was  $336,  was  the  largest  item.   Interest  on  indebted- 
ness amounted  to  $266  in  Sheridan  County  and  $335  in.  Daniels. 

If  yields  of  wheat  in  the  future  are  as  variable  as  they  have  been 
in  the  past  and  farmers  continue  to  place  as  much  dependence  upon  this 
crop,  it  is  evident  that  they  can  not  expect  as  large  incomes  every  year 
as  were  received  in  1921. 

The  practice  of  carefully  saving  the  surplus  cash  from  the  good 
years  to  help  carry  over  during  years  of  failure  can  not  be  too  strongly 
emphasized.  Many  farmers  in  this  area  know  from  experience  the  wisdom 
of  saving. 


£ 


